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The Belief in Mary's Assumption

Although there is no direct
scriptural reference to Mary's
Assumption, early Church tradition
strongly upheld this belief. A hymn
by the great Syriac Father, St.
Ephrem, gives a poetic hint:

"Mary said, The child T once
carried has now carried me. He
spread His wings and lifted me,
bearing me through the air between
His wings."

This hymn is an indication of
belief in Mary's Assumption, but
more detailed accounts are found in
apocryphal writings.

By the end of the 5th century,
many apocryphal texts describing
Mary's entry into Paradise were in
circulation, most notably in Syriac.
Scholars  note that these
Sth-century texts are linked to, or
are copies of, older Greek
manuscripts from the 3rd and 4th
centuries, now lost. One significant
example is the Apocryphon of

Joseph of Arimathea, which
describes Marys death and
Assumption.

According to this account,
three days before her death, an angel
appeared to Mary announcing her
impending passing. Mary wished to
see all the apostles before she died.
All, except St. Thomas, arrived and
witnessed her holy passing. The
apostles buried her body with
reverence and sorrow.

A great light appeared, blinding the
apostles temporarily, during which
angels carried Mary’s body to
Paradise. At that time, St. Thomas,
traveling  from  India, was
miraculously brought by the angels
to the Mount of Olives, where he
witnessed Mary’s Assumption.
Thomas prayed, "O Holy Mary, I
have seen great glory. As you enter
Paradise, may you pour out your
abundant grace upon me." Mary,
looking upon Thomas, gave him her
cincture (belt) as a token.

When Thomas later joined the
apostles, he insisted that they open
Mary’s tomb. Upon doing so, they
found it empty, realizing the
miracle. Thomas then recounted all
he had seen, and they all believed in
Mary’s Assumption.

Three Titles for the Feast

The Feast of Mary’s Assumption is
associated with three key terms:
Dormition (Greek tradition) -
meaning Marys “falling asleep”
Shunoyo (Syriac tradition) -
meaning “change” or “transition,”
referring to Mary’s passing from
earth to Paradise. Assumptio (Latin
tradition) — meaning “Assumption,”
being taken up to heaven

Although these traditions use
different names, the theological
meaning is the same: Mary, the
Mother of Jesus, after her life on
earth, was taken up into the

heavenly Paradise.
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