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and holy life. Through this he aimed at the spiritual and
secular growth of the girls which he knew would enable
the holistic development of the community as well as the
Church. As the fulfillment of his dream, with the permission
and blessings of Bishop Charles Lavinge, Msgr. Mathew
Makil founded the Visitation Congregation in Kaipuzha on

24th June 1892 on the day of the feast of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus.

VICAR APOSTOLIC OF CHANGANACHERRY

Msgr. Mathew Makil was made the Vicar Apostolic of the
Vicariate of Changanachery on 28th July 1896 by Pope
Leo Xlll. In spite of many adversities, he led proudly this
Vicariate for the next 15 years. As the true disciple of
Jesus he served the Church.

He published The Book of Decrees in 1904 and it
contained the laws, regulations and orders of the diocesan
administration in a disciplined way. He wrote 41 Pastoral
Letters and for the orderly and disciplined teaching of
catechism he published The Summary of the Christian
Catechism in 1909. It must be noted that he took interest
in the field of ecumenism even when he was the Vicar
General.

VICAR APOSTOLIC OF KOT TAYAM

St. Pius X, through His Apostolic Letter ‘In Universi
Christiani’, erected the Vicariate of Kottayam on 29th
August 1911 for the Knanaya Community and Bishop
Mathew Makil was appointed as its first Vicar
Apostolic.Mar Mathew Makil, the one instrumental for the
erection of the diocese of Kottayam, could serve her only
for four years.

DEMISE

On 18th January 1914 he delivered festal sermon in St.
George Catholic Church Edackat. Then he felt sick and
came back to bishop's house. Everybody thought he was
having the flu. On 21st January 1914 he offered his last holy
mass. Afterwards he felt too sick and was on sickbed. He
was always reciting ‘'O Mary my mother on his sick bed. On
23rd he got pain all over the body and on 24th he got high
fever. His condition was critical on 26th January. Many
people visited him and all were so sad about their loving
bishop's serious condition. Bishop's secretary Rev. Fr.
Chandy Chulaparambil, his brother Rev. Fr. Kunjeppu
Makil, Rev. fathers Mathai Vattakkalathil, Lukachan
Kalladanthuyjil, Thommy Poothathil and Luka
Vanchipurackal were present by the sick bed all the time.
At 2 P. M. the bishop called his secretary to him and asked
the others to go out of the room. He spoke with the
secretary alone for sometime. Then he called everybody

together and gave his apostolic blessing. He told his
brother Let me go first my dear brother, all of you come
after. Dont be sad, pray for me. Each person who took
birth should die once. Let me have a confession and my
last sacrament. Rev. Fr. Emmanuel came from good
Shepherd Church and heard his confession. Rev. Fr.
Chandy went to the near by convent brought Holy
sacrament to the bishop. After the communion he lifted
the Crucifix in his hand and kissed it. All those who were
present there recited the prayer, the bishop's brother
anointed him. At4 P.M. on 26th January 1914 he took his
last breath. On the following day, at one in the afternoon,
in the presence of Fr. Boniface, representative of the
apostolic delegate, over thirty other priests and a
multitude of faithful, Msgr. Kooplickat presided over the
funeral service. After the funeral procession at 3:30 in the
afternoon, Bishop Makil was laid to rest beside the altar of
St. George Forane church, Edackat. Servant of God Fr.
Thommy Poothathil delivered a heartrending eulogy
during the funeral service.

The life of the Servant of God Mar Mathew Makil was an

extraordinary one and the Almighty showered abundant
graces upon him. When Pope Pius X came to know the
demise of Mar Makil, he wrote: "Mar Mathew Makil died not
because he was aged but out of the heaviness of his
saintliness.

Mar Mathew Makil was raised the Servant of God on 26th
January 2009. Since then commemorative services and
death anniversaries are conducted in his honour every
year from 18th to 26th January. Many come to his tomb to
seek his intercession and are blessed with many favours.

HEROIC VIRTUES

The life of Bishop Makil was firmly anchored on the saving
love of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. His devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of the
Blessed Virgin Mary overflowed into his pastoral letters. The
secret of the success of his activities was his holiness and
deep spirituality. Honesty, justice and simplicity were basic
to his life style. He was a man of firm faith, deep devotion,
kenotic love and endurance based on Gospel values. His
compassionate heart made him one with everybody. Meek
and humble of heart he considered even his enemies as
friends. He was wise enough to give counsel and advice in
spiritual as well as secular matters.
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Mathew Makil was born on 27th march 1851 at Manjoor in Kottayam District.
He was appointed Vicar General for the Southists in the Vicariate of Kottayam
in 1889. When the Vicariate Apostolic of Kottayam and Trichur were
re-organized into Trichur, Ernakulam and, Changanassery in 1896, hewas
nominated Titular Bishop of Trallus and appointed Vicar Apostolic of
Changanassery. In 1911, a new Vicariate Apostolic of Kottayam was
constituted exclusively for the Knanaya Catholics and Mar Mathew M akil was
d to Kottayam as Vicar Apostolic. He died at Kottayamon 26th Jan

nd on 2009 Declared as Servant of God. ﬂ
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Sacred Heart Knanaya Forane church
Bensenville Chicago.
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