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"He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit"

Why does Jesus speak of himself as the true vine?
The image of the vine was a rich one for the Jews
since the land of Israel was covered with
numerous vineyards. It had religious connotations
to it as well. Isaiah spoke of the house of Israel as
“the vineyard of the Lord” (Isaiah 5:7). Jeremiah
said that God had planted Israel “as his choice
vine” (Jeremiah 2:21). While the vine became a
symbol of Israel as a nation, it also was used in the
scriptures as a sign of degeneration. Isaiah’s
prophecy spoke of Israel as a vineyard which
“yielded wild grapes” (see Isaiah 5:1-7). Jeremiah
said that Israel had become a “degenerate and wild
vine” (Jeremiah 2:21). When Jesus calls himself the
true vine he makes clear that no one can claim
their spiritual inheritance through association
with a particular people or bloodline. Rather, it is
only through Jesus Christ that one can become
grafted into the true “vineyard of the Lord”. Jesus
offers true life -- the abundant life which comes
from God and which results in great fruitfulness.
How does the vine become fruitful? The
vinedresser must carefully prune the vine before it
can bear good fruit.

Vines characteristically have two kinds of
branches -- those which bear fruit and those
which don’t. The non-bearing branches must be
carefully pruned back in order for the vine to
conserve its strength for bearing good fruit. Jesus
used this image to describe the kind of life he
produces in those who are united with him -- the
fruit of “righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit” (Romans 14:17). Jesus says there can be no
fruit in our lives apart from him. The fruit he
speaks of here is the fruit of the Holy Spirit (see
Galatians 5:22-23). There is a simple truth here:
We are either fruit-bearing or non-fruit-bearing.
There is no in-between. But the bearing of healthy
fruit requires drastic pruning. The Lord promises
that we will bear much fruit if we abide in him
and allow him to purify us. Do you trust in the
Lord's abiding presence with you?

"Lord, may I be one with you in all that I say and
do. Draw me close that I may glorify you and bear
fruit for your kingdom. Inflame my heart with
your love and remove from it anything that would
make me ineffective or unfruitful in loving and
serving you as My AlL"
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Church Schedule

HOLY Qurbana in MALAYALAM
Sunday 8.:00 AM, 10: 00 AM & 5.30 PM
Monday - Friday 8:15 AM
Monday-Thursday 7:00PM

Saturday - 10:00AM

HOLY QURBANA IN ENGLISH
Sunday -4.00 PM
Friday - 6:00 PM

NOVENA (AFTER HOLY QURBANA)
Tuesday: St. Anthony

Thursday: St.Jude

Saturday: Our Lady of Perpectual Help
Ist Wednesday: St. Michael

CONFESSION
Everyday before Holy Qurbana

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sunday: 10:00AM

ADORATION CHAPEL
9:00AM - 9:00 PM

liturgical Bible Readings

Second Sunday of Kaitha
Deut 28:1-14

Blessed is he who keeps the word of God.
Sir 10:19-25
He who stands by the Lord will be
honoured.
Rom 11:17-24
The lesson from the olive tree.
Jn15:1-8

The vine and its branches.

Readers for Malayam Mass at 10.00am

St. Theresas Koodarayogam

CONTACT INFORMATION

Fr. Siju Mudakodil (Vicar): (210)630 2295

Fr. Joshy Valiyaveettil (Asst. Vicar): (224)775 8039
Sr. Silvarius S.V.M (Parish Secratry): (224)432 3217
Sabu Kattapuram(Trustee Cordinator): (847) 791 1452
Lukose Poozhikunnel (Trustee) : (708)917 9989
George Mattathilparambil (Trustee): (847)606 1642
Binu Poothurayil (Trustee): (847)644 9869

Nibin Vettikkattil (Youth Trustee): (773)934 3535
James Mannakulathil (Accountant): (312)622 3326
Sunny Meledam (Secratary): (773)550 1995

Anil Mattathikunnel (P.R.O): (773)280 3632

Saji Poothrukayil (DRE): (847) 293 9409

Maneesh Kaimoolayil (Asst. DRE): (773)550 6328
Peter Kulangara(Funeral Cordinator): (847)951 4476
Visitation Convent: (847) 603 8881

MARK YOUR CALENDER
July 28: Feast of St. Alphonsa

July 31: Feast of St. John Bosco

Aug 11- 18 : Main Feast of the Parish.

Aug 21: Feast of St. Pius X

Aug 28: Feast of St. Augustine

September 08: Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady
September 08: CCD begins

September 15: Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows
September 21: Feast of St. Mathew

September 27: Feast of St. Vincent de Paul

October 01: 10 days of Rosary begins (Evening)
October 04: St. Francis of Assisi

October 11: 10 days of Rosary begins (Morning)
October 18: Feast of St. Luke
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Fr. Joshy Celebrations on

Valiyaveettil Sunday, July 21st
2024 Parish day celebrations will be

Thank you Fr. Joshy Valiyaveettil for henld on July 21st after the 10.00am
your service as Asst. Vicar at St. Mary's ~ Holy Mass. As part of the Parish Day
Knanaya Parish of Chicago. Wish you Celebrations, felicitations will be done
all the best for your future ministry at for couples celebrating the 25th, 30th,
Houston Knanaya Catholic Parish and 35th, 40th, 45th and 50th years of
Beyond wedding anniverssaries in 2024 and
Official farewell will be held after the New families of the parish. Food and

10.00 am Holy Mass on Sunday Refreshments will be provided as part

July 14th, 2024. of the celebrations.
Pilgrimage to Guadaluppe & Mexico City Sunday Mass
October 11th, 2024 - October 15th, 2024 Schedule for Summer
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8.00 am Holy Mass
(Malayalam)






