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ALETTER OF THANKS FROM QUR NEW ARCHBISHOP
IN RESPONSE TO OUR GIFT OF EDUCATION SHOLARSHIP ON THE DAY OF HIS METROPOLITAN ORDINATION

For Faith & Traditions

My dear Rev. Fr. Mutholath, ers too to experience the joy of giving, es-

pecially to those whom they may not per-
Thank you for your letter and the check for the  sonally know, but who are really in need.

educational scholarship. It /s indeed a sign of

solidarity and communion of our people with the  Kindly convey my regards to all those who

needy and deserving students of our community. cooperated with you in this noble endeavor.
Thanking you once again and invoking

! would like to thank you very much and all those — God's blessings upon all of you,

who have readily shared the fruits of their labor

for the development and well being, especially of  Yours sincerely in Our Lord,

the financially backward in our community. May

this be an inspiration and encouragement for oth-  Mar Mathew Moolakkatt
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CONTACT INFORMATION

MisSsiON DIRECTOR
Fr. Abraham Mutholath
5212 W. Agatite Ave
Chicago, IL 60630.
(773) 412-6254
(773) 286-2556
E-mail: mutholath2000@yahoo.com
www.knanayamission.org/chicago

BULLETIN EDITOR
Mathachen Chemmachel
(708) 557-1907

TRUSTEES

Chicago: Saji Poothrukayil

(847) 293-9409
Sunny Thekkeparambil

(847) 673-6586

Addison: James Manjankal
(630) 758-1716

Baby Karikkal, (630) 379-8622

SECRETARY & PRO
George Thottappuram
(847) 975-9239

FINANCE
Chicago: John Elakkatt
Addison: Kurian Nellamattam,

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Chicago: Johny Thekkeparambil
(847) 533-8520
Secretary: Anna Kulangara
Addison: Tonny Pullappally
(630) 205-5078
Secretary: Veena Jose Kaniyaly

CHILDREN MINISTRY
Chicago: Bino Machanikkal
Saly Kizhakkekuttu
Addison: Tesa Thannikari
Ashley Varakalayil

TEENS MINISTRY
Chicago: Tito Kandarappally
Lissy Thottapuram
Addison: Sabu Mutholam
Justin Kalappurackal

YOUTH MINISTRY
Chicago: Mary Alumkal
Tessy Jose Njaravelil
Addison: Tessy Kanjirathumkal
Tomy Kunnassery

ADULT TRAINING
Jose Thazhathuvettathu

LAY APOSTOLATE
Joy Choottuvelil, Joy Nediyakalayil
Joy Chemmachel

LEGION OF MARY
Mercy Idiyalil

SATURDAYS

St. Joseph Church
330 E. Fullerton Ave, Addison, IL 60101

Religious Education
3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass @ 5:00 P.M.

Youth Seminars on First Saturdays
2:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
English Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
First Saturdays @ 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAYS

Our Lady of Victory (OLV) Church
5212 W. Agatite Ave, Chicago, IL 60630

Religious Education
4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass @ 5:30 P.M.

Youth Seminars on First Sundays
3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
English Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
First Sundays @ 5:30 P.M.

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF
PERPETUAL HELP

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. with Holy Mass and
Benediction at Community Center,
5110 N. Elston Ave, Chicago, IL 60630.

Saturdays after Holy Mass at St. Joseph
Church, 330 E. Fullerton Ave, Addison.
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schedule of EVents

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2006
Religious Edu. Knanaya History Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2006
Religious Education Knanaya History Class at OLV from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2006

Children & Teens Ministry at Addison from 2:30 to 3:45 P.M.
Religious Education Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2006

Children & Teens Ministry at OLV Chicago from 3:00 to 4:00 P.M.
Religious Education Class at OLV from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2006
Pastoral Theology Class on the Holy Spirit by Fr. Anto Kadukkamthadam at
OLV School at 6:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2006
Religious Education Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2006
Religious Education at OLV from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M.

ASH MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2006
Ash Monday Observance at OLV Church at 7:00 P.M.
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MISSION DIRECTOR'S COLUMN NEW ASSIGNMENTS
. AWARENESS AND FUND RAISING COMMITTEE
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KNOW OUR ORIGINS, LOVE OUR COMMUNITY, KEEP UP OUR FAITH, AND SERVE ALL PEOPLE.

A STUDY ON KNANAYA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

2.3.2.2: Betrothal

Betrothal is an expression of the
free wills of the couples before the
church to enter into marriage. Both
the couples shake hands before
the holy altar as a symbol of their
agreement. One paternal uncle
forms each side stand as wit-
nesses to this and holds hands
before the people. This practice
does exist only among the
Knanites, whereby the uncles par-
ticipate in the responsibility of get-
ting their brother's child married.
They assure that the marriage will
be conducted on a particular date
in a particular manner. This is also
an expression of the new relation
that is to be originated not be-
tween two persons alone but also
of two families.

Usually, the betrothal is conducted
at the parish church of the bride
and the meals at home. The ma-
ternal uncle of the girl erects the
first post of the barn. Usually, it is
a pole of the jack fruit tree, which
has got two significances. The
first is that it is very strong. This
signifies that the marriage relation
must be strong like the pole of the
barn. The other significance of the
jack tree is that it emits sap. Ac-
cording to the astrologers sap or
latex denotes prosperity. That
means this marriage should bring
prosperity. Before the meals, the
maternal uncle of the female gives
water to his counterpart of the
boy’s side to wash his hand.

2.3.2.3 Dowry

The practice of dowry is prevalent
among the Knanites though they
call it with a pet name “father’s
gift" or "fathers share." Just after
the betrothal meals a fixed amount

Fr. Abraham
Mukaled M.SP

of rupees is handed
over to the paternal uncle of the
boy by the paternal uncle of the
girl. It is associated with a small
prayer and in the presence of a
lighted lamp.

2.3.2.4 Purchase of Dresses and
Ornaments (Charackeduckal)

On the very day of betrothal or on
an adjacent day, both the parties
together purchase the dress and
ornaments for the marriage. It in-
cludes “Mantrakodi” (the sari of
the bride), the dress to the boy
and dresses as gifts to various
functionaries. The boy’s dress is
paid by the girl's party and vice
versa.

2.3.2.5 “Antam Charth”
(Beautifying or Cleaning Bride-
groom)

An aspect of cleaning or purifica-
tion is found in every religion. It
includes both physical and psychic
cleaning. This point is evident in
the sacrament of reconciliation
and in the pouring of water at the
time of baptism in the Christian
tradition. The Hindus take both or
bathe before they perform any im-
portant religious act. So also the
Muslims take bath or at least wash
their hands, legs, face, and ears
before they pray or enter a
mosque. Such an attitude of
cleaning is found in the Knanaya
practice of Antam-charth.

Antam-charth is a Malayalam word
derived from Chantam-charth
which means beautifying or modi-

fying. In the ancient days there
was the practice of early marriage
and the first shaving was done in
connection with the marriage. This
practice has later developed into
the custom of Antam-charth.

On the previous day of the mar-
riage a specially designed platform
is prepared in the barn by the sis-
ter of the bridegroom and she
places a long roded oil lamp near
by. The brother-in-law of the boy
brings him to the platform. The
ceremony begins with a short
prayer. The community sings the
opening prayer song “Marthoman
Nanmayalonnu...” After the song,
the barber approaches the boy
and asks to the audience,
“Pathinezhu Parishacku Melulla
Malorodu Chodickunnu, Manavala
Chekkanu Antam Charthatte?”
This means: “l ask (permission) to
those who have dominance over
seventeen castes, may | shave the
bridegroom?” He utters the same
qguestion three times, and only to
the third question the audience
gives their assent. This is to en-
sure that the whole community
has heard the question and no
one is left unheard. While the bar-
ber shaves, the community sings
the “Antam-charth song” beginning
with “Maraniso Pathaviyile”. After
the shaving and bath he returns to
the platform wearing while dress.
All the time the audience contin-

e
R Tk, i o
Preparation of special platform for the
previous aay functions of the marriage.
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' 2.3.2.7: Ichappadu Kodukkal tai are taken from the
“Mantrakodi.” Seven pieces of

L

The barber does beautification of the
bridegroom.

ues singing.

2.3.2.6: Mayilanchi Iteel
(Smearing of Henna)

This is a custom that takes place
at the bride’s house instead of the
“Antam-charth” ceremony at the
bridegroom’s house. The bride
comes to the barn accompanied
with the elder sister and sits on a
platform covered with white dress.
A lighted lamp is placed in front of
her. After the prayer song
“Marthoman”, the audience starts
the “Mayilanchippattu”.

The first strophe of the song de-
scribes the creation of Adam and
the second one, of Eve. The third
contains the life style of the first
spouses in the paradise. The
fourth deals with the sin of man
and the need of smearing with
henna.

The paternal grandmother or the
equivalent is the person to perform
it. She smears it on the hands and
legs. Eve pluck the fruits with the
hands and went there with the
legs. This is the reason why they
cover hands and legs with henna.
It is a symbol of washing out all
stains of sins from the bride, be-
fore entering a new life. Henna
has another sense also as a cos-
metic.

This practice is done at both
houses of the bride and the bride-
groom just after “Mayilanchi Iteel”
or “Antam-charth” respectively.
The paternal uncle comes to the
girl/lboy wearing the turban (see
2.2.4) and asks to the audience
three times, “Shall | give Ichap-
padu to the bride/bridegroom
(manavattipennu / manava-
lanchekkan). With the assent of

the community, he gives
“Ichappadu”. Before giving it, he
unties the turban. He gives

“Ichappadu” with the right hand
while the left hand supports the
right hand elbow, i.e., the right
hand elbow is caught by the left
hand. Before doing so, he washes
his hands as well as the mouth of
the boy / girl. Sometimes, two or
more of the same rank persons
repeats the same but they need
not ask permission. Ichappadu is a
specially designed food, a kind of
rise called Venpalchor, mixed with
molasses. The paternal uncle’s
wife (aunt) prepares Venpalchor.
The elder people’s responsibility of
fostering the girl / boy till the mar-
riage and afterwards is shown
symbolically by the “Ichappadu”
ceremony.

2.3.2.8 Receiving Tali

Goldsmith brings tali on a betel
leaf which is placed in a plate filled
with rise. He gives it to the bride-
groom’s sister and she gives many
gifts to him in return. Knanaya tali
is in the shape of a banyan leaf
which in its turn resembles heart
which is the eternal and universal
symbol of love. In addition, the
banyan tree is sacred for the Hin-
dus. The cross on the “tali” is
made with 21 small balls. This 21
is the result of the multiplication of
three with seven, i.e., three per-
sons of the trinity and seven sac-
raments. So also the threads for

threads are taken and they are
folded into three. These three and
seven have the above said signifi-
cance.

2.3.2.9: Requesting Blessing
(Sthuthi Chollal)

Bride and bridegroom are ready to
move to the church from their re-
spective houses. After a short
prayer before the lighted lamp, the
girl/boy receives blessing from the
elders starting from the eldest. By
doing such an action i.e., bowing
down their heads before the elders
signifies their allegiance to them.
For a good, happy married life,
their blessing is a must. We find
such a scene in genesis (C.24: 60-
61). Bethuel and Laban bless Re-
becca, their daughter and sister
respectively, while going with the
servant of Abraham to Mary Isaac.

We find three traditions of mar-
riage. In the Roman culture there
is Veiling, ie., placing
“Mantrakodi” on the head. It is
called nuptio. In the Greek tradi-
tion, there is crowning which is
called stephanoma. In the Indian
tradition it is tying up of tali. How-
ever, we find all these three ele-
ments in the Knanaya marriage.

TO BE CONTINUED ...

L ‘

Feeding the bride with sweet food
(Ichappadu  koaukkal) after Mailanchi
/deel on the eve of the wedding.
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February 04 at Addison 594.00
February 05 at OLV Church 171.00
Total this week 775.00

$120. Thank you for your support

Please remember to donate the annual contribution of

>/
v

READERS/LECTORS BMa0d HH0Llo
FEB. 11 & 12| PASSAGE ADDISION OLV CHICAGO
1st Reading |Lev. 13:1-2, 44-46 Varoon Mundaplackil Sheryl Theckeparampil
2nd Reading |1 Cor. 10:31—11:1 Justin Thazhathuvettathu | Ryan Njaravdlil
FEB. 18 & 19
1st Reading |Isaiah 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25 | Jerome Puthenpurackel Bincy Kanjirappara
2nd Reading |2 Cor. 1:18-22 Tonia Ambenattu Jisha Kadamuriyil
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NCLEX-RN®

(Review Class)

Comprehensive Review ExcelRn
Free make-up classes 1640 Renaissance Dr.
Individualized Coaching Ste# 208
Full Length Tests Park Ridge IL 60068
New convenient location Cdl : (630) 885 1101

Next Class - 4" March ‘06
www.excelrn.com

Jaibu Mathew, E.A.

ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFDRE IRS

JAIBU MATHEW KULANGARA
7215 W. Touhy, Suite 5, Chicago, IL 60631.
Office: 773-792-2117, 312-718-6337 Cell
Fax: 773-792-2118, jaibu6@aol.com

* Free Electronic Filing * Refund in 24 Hours *
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MARTIN & MARBRY
REALTOR
For All Your Real Estate Needs
Buying, Selling, Re-locating & Investing
Call: Zachariah Chacko (Zach)
(A Friendly Realtor)

Find out how much your dream home is
worth today?
4632 W. Church St., Skokie, IL 60076
(847) 677-1200 (Business)
(847) 551-7386 (Pager)
(847) 374-5031 (Voice Mail)

EQUALHOUSINELENDER

Professional with
11 years experience
in catering.

Catering &Carry-out

Call
WILLIAM GEORGE
3519 W. Montrose Ave,

Chicago, IL 60618
Tel: 773-588-0304
Cell 773-842-5179
E-mail:
mal abarcat @yahoo.com

<\w ITYWIDE JMW REALTY INC.

4313 W. Irwing Park, Chicago, IL 60641
ALEX MULLAPPALLIL
REALTOR CONSULTANT

Tel: 773-286-6200 * Cell: 847-2089516
Res: 847-679-9431 * Fax: 773-286-9516

Specializing in: Gas Stations, Investments, Commercial, & Residential.

EOUALHCUSIRGLENOER

lllinois Residential Mortgage Licensee

LINCOLNWOOD

4039 W. Main St., Skokie, IL 60076

Phone: 847-674-1600

Fax: 847-674-1608

For all your Mortgage Services

Please contact: Benny Kuriakose (Kanjiraparayil)

Phone: 847.583.1245, Pager: 773.258.1301.

PURCHASE, REFINANCES, FIXED, ADJUSTABLE
We offer fast approvals
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Death * MedicalNegligence * | «\n/here work is a piece of art.”
5 , CarAccidents * Slipand Fall .
Greetings to > YourCallis Always Welcome Work Injuries Call Us For Remodeling Y our
Knanaya X - * Kitchen
i Attorney Steve Crifase
N 312-855-0511 * Basement
Mission * Bedroom
] 8 South Michigan, Suite 2000, Chicago, Illinois 60603 .
Ehicago - T s (30 395 200
Dupage County Office and Home Visits Available Car. (847) 293.6211

@ itywide Mortgage of America Corp.
- E | Jimmy Thomas Kollappallil
Business: 773.202.2600 | St s Gove. MCNEERETEREEE
Fax: 773.202.2605 T T i e O (773) 2022600
Cell: 847.208.8508 e ML Fax: (773) 202-2605
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peoh afglesy (B47) B14-3849

Fueling Service Stations in the
Midwest,
Towards the Future

Gasoline distribution ur
throughout the Midwest o

Your KNANAYA “With Honesty & Trust’
Gasoline Jobber dvt- Contact us, For Gas Supply, Lease, & Sdes.
Gas Depot Qil Co. A

IL 60053

847-581-0303 (Off)

847-581-0309 (Fax) ere
www.gasdepot.com

Horme Dream Hiome !

To fulfill your swoet dream Call loday & expericnce the differance 1! Gasol ine Distributor for Marathon & Phi llips
Shaji Nirappil Phone # - 847-928-9999 9739 W Irving Park Rd
Office: (630) 539. 7078 Fax  # - 847-928-5555 Schiller Park, IL 60176
Fex: (630) B33 6747 jcherian@chicagopetromarts.com bmani @chicagopetromarts.com
Cell: {630) 886-1044 )
Email: shajinirappitghotmeal.oom
FOR ALL YOUR

PERSONAL AND
BUSINESS TAX
SERVICES

ST. MICHAEL'S TOWING

24 HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 1-866-JOE-4-TOW
POWER WASH 847-568-1500

Joy CHEMMACHEL 4002 W. Chicago, Chicago, IL
312-560-1600 7736 W. Dempster, Morton Grove, IL

m . Avian Realty

IMLS Serving You More For Less

gpecuilties molids pemdentl, Commersial & Cos Sratione i m ozl SHicsgo led mes. @

( M ‘
VY itywide Mortgage of America Corp.

JOSEPH MULLAPPALLIL _ PETER VARGHESE, cLu
...................................... PETER VARGHESE AGENCY, INC.

*

| AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

W amiam,com

| DELIVER WHAT | PROMISE TOMY 970 EAST ROLLINS ROAD

BUSINESS: 773.202.2600 . NELLAMATTAM ROUND LAKE BEACH, ILLINOIS 60073
CELL: 773.908.8296 46(_)5 West Irvmg Park 619 N. Milwaukee Ave., Suite 25 REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE
- . . Ch|cago IL 60641 Glenview, IL 60025. Office:  B47-223-7786 AMERICAN FAMILY SECURITIES, LLC
Fax: 773.202.2605 ! 847-486-4112 (Off) Fax:  B847-223.7805 6000 AMERICAN PARKWAY
847-302-8556 (Cell) E-Mail: pvarghes@amfam.com MACISION, WI Sa78s
AN ILLINOIS RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LICENSEE L=l 847-724-3247 (Fa) = ol i seiionadsct S 1-888-428-5433

A —

@RYE2LI0aH.  ©)a fldh@R086)01003

»
w‘:ﬁ m 60810 OM2w20] ... . ‘ \'\,\A/ itywide Mortgage of America Corp.

ks ~ “‘
cm(mmoé %901“5 4305 W. Irving Park, Chicago, IL 60641
Ca stles By King, Lid. @) ST AR v ks Tel: 773.286.6200
D 516 Ccrﬁ._s A\.re6 I:{)Elg?loivaha\.rer1 Plaza) CARRY OUT & FREE HOME DELIVERY L Specializing in:
arien, lllinois 605 TEL: 773-774 5552 5 il et co
Business (630) 964-6400 . . xisting Residential
Fax (630) 964-6458 JOHN MURIPARAMBIL 773 829 1572 New Construction
Cell (830) 430-1730 @ JACOB PLAMPARAMPIL 773 774 5552 JKAAN_II_ﬁwRAM * Commercial / Investment
For a Buyer / Seller Consultation
EDISON PARK PALACE RESTAURANT
Lukose (Luke)ml';i - rKalladanthle s 6701-03 N. NORTHWEST HWY Cell: 630-202-1002  For a Free Market Analysis
CHICAGO, IL 60631 Res; 630-307-1518  For a Free Pre-Qualification

Each Office iz Independently Owned and Operated 100% Customer Service

EQUALHOUEBGLENDER




